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Following 16 ‘Tume 153%. Rudoif Herrnstadt, editor-in-chief of Xsues
Deutschland, was amder —rosiant surveillance. .-Buring. ¥erking rovrs in
Tro euitorial offices vi the newspapel ng ¥ap qubiagaliy accomsenied <oy
two SSD guards. QU foraad 29 -July 953, °3Just prior to his remcvel, he

npeeared ‘in His coifice for a short pericd only. On 27 July 19%3 the majorit

of the Neues ysutschland staff were ignorant of Herrnstadt's remevel
until they heard the news over the 1&dio.

N

. In the weeks following derrnstadt‘'s removal as editor-in~chief. eight SED

Farty Chop Group (Betriebsparteiorgenisation) (BP0} sessions were conducted .

during which the Hexractadt case was discussed.

The first of these jgetingsy whach-dasted from 6:00 p.m. until 6:00

ilie .following marging, was under the -chairmanship of Fred QCelssner, who
2130 ‘gave the main speech in which he repeated the accusations against
Usrpnetadt which had been published. Whnen Oelssper hpd finished, Wilhelm
Cirnus asked to ep2ak and steted that he had suspected Herrnstadt's role
for a long-time but had never seen abla %o confirm hjig suspicions.

In the discussion whieh “cllowed the emphasis was snifted more and more
to Herrnstadt's private 1ife, in which he waz accused above all of having
an.affair with Natgot “farnst:al. Ptannstiel, wno wae precent, denied
waving had an affsiy wish Heerassedt,

Herrnstadt's privete, gafe wes also largely the sutject of the seven
subsecuent mesiings. Walter Sraul and Heinz Friedrigh; did not state in
20 many words that they were opposed to Herrnstadtts actions tut claimed
that they-hed¢ krcen nothing about thegs,. A Tresolutioddn Herrrstadt was
not drawn up. e

After the eight weetinge new-2lecttons for the Partusssrssterrteof
Neues Deutschland wera comnducted. ~ For tle eleven positions to be filled,
60 candidates were proposed,and of these 46 were eliminated in the dis-
cusaioms which took place prior to the eleciion., lepNeEE a total of 14
candidates. Tha.alaction ses-Weoret and had to be Pepeated three

times.#ircte’ during the firet three attegpis, there were too many invalid vot.
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7. Pricr to 27 July 1953, Herrnstudt had exercigsed complete contrcl over
the editorisl pclicies of Neyes Deutschleand. . fier his roemoval two
factions were formed, a pro-Herrnstadt sroup consisting of Olto Eelirend,
Meins Friedrich, Valter fGraul, Klaus Iuhn,and Ceorg Kraus, end an anti-~
Herrnstadt group consisting of Wilhelm CGirnus, ‘lfred Jeinertyand Illeinz
Schliffke

8. approxinmately three wecks after Herrnctadi's removal Illerpot Pfunnstiel
left Neues Teutschlend. Her nresent vhereahouts or act¢v1tle; cre anknown.

L L ol

After llerrnstadtis romceval there vas a general wave of dismicsals of enjkyoeos
of the newspaper which continued throuph October 1982,

O

1C. The folloving wtelf members of Neuce lRoutsehlend werce in resulor ccentact
with the Central Committce of the .LD: Hesrastiadt, ileinz Friedrich,

“ilhiela Girnus, "elter Greul, Ceorg XKrzuss, :1fred Reinert, and Lilo Thoms.
Several renresentetives .of the Central Committee also wisited the editcrial
offices daily.

LY. Heinz Schliffle, editor for science end technicel matturs, meinteins
regular contact with the $5D. His section is protably & camcuflaged §7D
office in the newspaper.

12. The wife of CGeorg nrsuss, nde lensik, is the dircctor of the Druckerci-und

Verlagslionter in the vicinity of slexanderpliatsz. This institute ic & roof
crrsnizetion for supra-2ertyr oublishing ventures. The Berliner Verl: o,
the publiching house Die Virtschefi and sossibly the publishing house of
ber freie Bauer belony to this orcenization.

The publishing rnd editorial offices of Heues Deutschland heve o
of T4 pseszenger cars sasoigned to themi the vrinting office, 02 pac
cares and trucks.
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